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Summary: The Christian Zionist movement constitutes one of Israel’s most significant bases of
support in the U.S. and globally. Christian Zionism helps drive anti-Palestinian oppression while
reinforcing antisemitic assumptions.

Background

Key Arguments

/ A. Christian Zionism is a feature of the domestic and foreign policy agendas of the
Christian right and forms one of the most significant sources of political support for Israel in
the U.S. and many other countries.

/ B. The Christian Zionist movement, through lobbying, voting, and funding, helps drive
dispossession of Palestinians in Israel-Palestine and repression of Palestine solidarity
activism in the U.S.

/ C. Christian Zionist leaders often advance antisemitic interpretations of Christian
end-times theology, while also promoting philosemitic ideas about “Judeo-Christian” values.
Christian Zionism also enables and seeks to emulate Israeli ethnonationalism.

Resources
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“People have to understand that the backbone of Israel’s support in the United States
is the evangelical Christians.”
- Ron Dermer, former Israeli ambassador to the U.S.
Summary

Christian Zionists make up one of Israel’s largest and most influential bases of support worldwide.
In the U.S., Christian Zionists are the largest faction of the Israel lobby and wield significant
influence in the Republican Party as part of the resurgent Christian right. Christian Zionist
movements are also growing rapidly in the Global South and parts of Europe, often in relation to
the spread of Pentecostalism.

Christian Zionism often draws on biblical verses to promote Jewish emigration to Israel as a
prerequisite for the Second Coming of Christ, accompanied by either the mass conversion or
annihilation of Jews. Christian Zionist leaders have also amplified far-right “anti-globalist” rhetoric
targeting Jews. At the same time, Christian Zionist leaders look to Israel as an ideal of an
increasingly authoritarian, ethnonationalist state defending Western civilization. Christian Zionists
paradoxically characterize Jews — and particularly conservative, ethnonationalist Jews in Israel —
as partners in a holy and civilizational alliance against the supposed threat of Islam while
guestioning, minimizing, or denying the Jewishness of Jews who challenge their moral or
geopolitical agenda.

The Israeli government and major Jewish organizations in various countries have cultivated and
welcomed Christian Zionist support for Israel, even as some also express concern about the
Christian right’s domestic agenda. Christian Zionist influence on U.S. policy peaked during the first
Trump administration, when a number of Christian Zionists were elevated to senior positions in the
executive branch. The second Trump administration is likely to expand this influence even further,
with Christian Zionists occupying more strategic roles related to foreign policy in the Middle East.

Christian Zionist organizations, through political pressure and funding, play a significant role in
reinforcing anti-Palestinian oppression in Israel-Palestine. They consistently advocate for policies
that strengthen military and economic support for Israeli expansion, aggression, and ethnic
cleansing against Palestinians. These organizations also play a pivotal role in efforts to suppress
Palestine solidarity activism in the U.S. and beyond, accelerating attempts to censor, and even
criminalize, speech and activity in support of Palestine.
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Background

Christian Zionism’s origins extend back to 17th-century Protestant beliefs that the mass return of
Jewish people to the biblical land of Israel was a prerequisite to the Second Coming of Christ. This
doctrine’s influence on U.S. and European elites accelerated amid the 19th-century decline of the
Ottoman Empire, the related rise of European imperialism, and the spread of historical and
archaeological fascination with the Holy Land. Lord Arthur James Balfour, an open antisemite and
issuer of the Balfour Declaration announcing the British government’s support for a Jewish
national home in Palestine at the expense of Palestinian national aspirations, believed Jewish
return to Palestine was fulfillment of biblical prophecy.

The belief in exclusive Jewish territorial sovereignty in Israel as the fulfillment of biblical prophecy
became widespread among U.S. evangelicals following what they perceived as the divine miracles
of Israel’s establishment in 1948 and its victory in the 1967 war. Christian Zionism grew rapidly in
the U.S. in the 1970s as evangelical leaders such as Billy Graham and Jerry Falwell encouraged
congregants to support Israel, while also calling on them to more actively resist the
countercultural politics of the 1960s and related advances in civil rights legislation. This
mobilization spurred the rise of the Christian right, coinciding with Cold War anxieties about the
decline of U.S. military power and a parallel shift in Israeli politics toward a more religious,
expansionist, and aggressive vision.

The election of right-wing Menachem Begin as Israeli prime minister in 1977, followed by the
election of the evangelist-backed Ronald Reagan as U.S. president a few years later, led to the
formation of a right-wing alliance across the two countries that Christian Zionists both cultivated
and used to advance their own foreign policy desires. The “war on terror” and second intifada in
the early aughts were key turning points after which many legacy Jewish organizations dropped
objections to the Christian right and saw evangelical support for Israel as critical to defense
against “Islamic terrorism.”

Christian Zionists advocate for defending Israel’s security and Israeli sovereignty over all of
“Greater Israel” — including the West Bank and Gaza — in order to safeguard Western civilization
from the perceived threat of Islam, as well as to defend ethnonationalism from the threat of
“globalists” (a term that often functions as a dog-whistle reference to Jews). Their agendas often
demonize Arab and Muslim people, represent Jewishness as a territorial and ethnonationalist
category, and deny the Jewishness of those who criticize Israeli policy, advance progressive
agendas, or refuse to identify as Zionists.
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Key arguments

A. Christian Zionism is a feature of the domestic and foreign policy agendas of the
Christian right and forms one of the most significant sources of political support for the state
of Israel in the U.S. and many other countries.

The number of Christian Zionists in the U.S. dwarfs the total population of Jews in the world, and
they make up a core voting bloc in the Republican Party’s base. Both the Israeli government and
major Jewish organizations have cultivated Christian support for Israel since the 1970s.

/ In the last few decades, alongside the rise of the Christian right to national political
prominence in the U.S., Christian Zionists have emerged as a significant voting bloc in
the Republican Party. White evangelical Protestants in the U.S. — estimated at over 47
million people, around 14 percent of the U.S. population — overwhelmingly skew
conservative and make up a third of the Republican Party’s base (80 percent voted for
Donald Trump in the 2024 presidential election), helping to put the Christian Zionist
vision of the state of Israel at the heart of conservative politics.

) Polling from the last decade found white evangelical Protestants in the U.S. were
more likely than Jews to encourage stronger U.S. support for Israel and that 80
percent of evangelicals viewed the 1948 creation of the state of Israel as the
fulfillment of biblical prophecy.

/ Christians United for Israel (CUFI) describes itself as the “largest pro-Israel
organization” in the U.S. and claims 10 million members — more than the total
population of Jews in the U.S.

) CUFI was founded in 2006 by pastor and televangelist John Hagee, who had for
decades organized evangelical Christian financial and political support for Israel.
He has boasted about CUFI’s ability to mobilize millions of Christians to petition
government officials who “get sideways” on an Israel-related issue, claiming that
“we instantly call everyone in your district to give them the full information and
flood your office with 25-30,000 emails within a 24-hour period.”

) CUFI organizes lobbying, campus programs, educational initiatives, and
fundraisers aimed at strengthening mass political and financial support for Israel
in pursuit of the ethnonationalist agenda it shares with the current Israeli
government. CUFI advocacy efforts were instrumental, for example, in the 2018
relocation of the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem, and Hagee delivered the blessing at
the embassy’s opening.

/ The Israeli government and legacy Jewish organizations have for decades either openly
or tacitly cultivated and approved of Christian Zionist support for Israel.

) After national and international Christian organizations criticized Israel following
the 1967 Six-Day War, some U.S. Jewish organizations began rearranging their
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interfaith priorities by targeting evangelical Christians. From the late 1970s, the
Israeli government under Menachem Begin began to develop stronger
relationships with U.S. evangelical leaders.

) Inthe 1980s, the Anti-Defamation League also began developing relationships
with evangelical leaders. In their 1982 book, The Real Anti-Semitism in America,
ADL Executive Director Nathan Perlmutter and his wife, Ruth Ann Perlmutter,
dismissed criticism of this approach by arguing that concerns about the Christian
right’s domestic agenda were not “as important as Israel.” They argued that Jews
could, for example, “live with restricted abortions.” As for evangelical end-times
theology (also known as eschatology) promoting an end-times mass conversion of
Jews, the Perlmutters reasoned, “If the Messiah comes, on that very day we’ll
consider our options. Meanwhile, let’s praise the Lord and pass the ammunition.”

) In 2004, right-wing Israeli members of parliament Yuri Stern and Benny Elon, who
were spearheading efforts to boost ties between Israel and its Christian backers,
encouraged Hagee to found and lead CUFI.

) More recently, former Israeli ambassador to the U.S. Ron Dermer openly asserted,
“People have to understand that the backbone of Israel’s support in the United
States is the evangelical Christians. It’s true because of numbers and also
because of their passionate and unequivocal support for Israel.”

/ Christian Zionist political influence increased considerably during the first Trump
presidency, with Christian Zionists such as Vice President Mike Pence and Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo occupying senior positions.

) Evangelical theology and apocalyptic Islamophobia played an important role in
shaping federal policy during Trump’s first term, including in the relocation of the
U.S. embassy to Jerusalem, acceptance of Israeli settlements in the West Bank,
and attempts to restrict government funding from groups that support the
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement.

) Current Republican Speaker of the House and Christian Zionist Mike Johnson, who
has ties to Dominionist groups and who helped write legal arguments to overturn
the 2020 election results, has directed efforts to criminalize Palestine solidarity
activism in the U.S. In 2023, the far-right Zionist Organization of America gave
Johnson the “Defender of Israel Award.”

/ In recent decades, a “new Christian Zionism” rooted in Pentecostal and charismatic
Christianity has grown rapidly across the globe, including in the Global South. These
“new Christian Zionists” are largely driven by the prosperity gospel — the belief that
God blesses nations that “bless” the state of Israel.

) Positive references to and claims of affinity with the state of Israel have become
increasingly significant in countries such as Argentina and Brazil, where prominent
evangelical and conservative politicians mobilize Christian Zionism to reinforce
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libertarian attacks on the state, promote ethnonationalism, and assert alignment
with the West.

) The International Christian Embassy Jerusalem, founded in 1980 following the
closure of a number of countries’ embassies in Jerusalem, is an advocacy
organization with offices in over 90 countries. Its relevance has increased
alongside the rapid growth of the Pentecostal movement and the related global
expansion of Christian Zionist lobbying.

B. Christian Zionist movements, through lobbying, voting, and funding, help drive
dispossession of Palestinians in Israel-Palestine and repression of Palestinian solidarity
activism in the U.S.

Through pressure to pass bills at home and shape foreign policy in the Middle East, U.S. Christian
Zionists — particularly in the Trump administration — have actively abetted the escalating violence
in Israel-Palestine while helping accelerate efforts to censor, and even criminalize, speech and
activity in support of Palestine.

/ Christian Zionists consistently advocate for policies that strengthen military and
economic support for Israeli expansion, militarism, and violence against Palestinians,
while also accelerating regional warfare.

) Christian Zionists in the first Trump administration pushed to align U.S. foreign
policy with Israel’s ethnonationalist right wing, and scored a string of victories:
recognition of Israeli sovereignty in the occupied Golan Heights; the effective
endorsement of settlement expansion in illegally-occupied territories; the
declaration of Jerusalem as Israel’s “eternal capital” and the transfer of the U.S.
embassy there; cutting off funding to UNRWA, and withdrawal from the Iran
nuclear deal.

/ The apocalyptic and Islamophobic worldview of groups like CUFI has influenced

Republican administrations since Reagan and most explicitly influenced U.S. federal
policy by Secretary of State Mike Pompeo.
/ Christian Zionist organizations routinely raise funds for and funnel tax-exempt dollars to

Israeli settlements. Christian Zionist organizations also donate significant funds to
facilitate Jewish immigration to Israel and the occupied territories.

/ Christian Zionist tourism mobilizes U.S. evangelicals to support the displacement of
Palestinians. Since the Israeli occupation began in 1967, bringing biblically-significant
territory under Israel’s control, Christian Zionist tours have brought hundreds of
thousands to Israeli settlements in the West Bank. As Israeli minister of tourism from
2001 to 2004, Benny Elon organized large trips to Israel for U.S. evangelicals and
assured West Bank settlers that powerful Christians in the U.S. “are wild about Israel
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and believe in the annexation of Judea and Samaria [the West Bank] and even the
transfer of Palestinians from the land of Israel.”

/ Christian Zionists work to repress Palestine solidarity activism in the U.S., across
federal, state, and local levels.

) Christian Zionist groups such as CUFI supported President Trump’s executive
order on antisemitism, which effectively codified the IHRA definition of
antisemitism into a federal anti-discrimination law, and continue to lobby to codify
the IHRA definition at the state level. The first Trump administration's Department
of Education began to explore ways to stifle university programming critical of
Israel’s treatment of Palestinians.

) Christian Zionists successfully advanced anti-BDS legislation in several states and
mobilized students on college campuses to counter Palestine solidarity activism,
effectively paving the legal strategy for right-wing attacks on climate activism and
other progressive organizing.

) Speaker of the House Johnson championed legislation in May 2024 that sought to

censor and criminalize Palestine solidarity activism and speech on college
campuses, after which Hagee and Ralph Reed, founder of the Christian
conservative Faith and Freedom Coalition, thanked Speaker Johnson and
remarked, “This law is sound. The Biblical and moral mandate is clear.”

C. Christian Zionist leaders often advance antisemitic interpretations of Christian
end-times theology, while also promoting philosemitic ideas about “Judeo-Christian” values.
Christian Zionism also enables and seeks to emulate Israeli ethnonationalism.

Christian Zionism is not only premised on a theology that instrumentalizes Jews in order to help
bring about a prophesied apocalypse, during which Jews are either annihilated or converted;
Christian Zionist leaders also routinely circulate antisemitic imagery and rhetoric. At the same time,
Christian Zionists idolize their selectively-constructed figure of “Jews” and look to Israel as an ideal
of an increasingly authoritarian, ethnonationalist polity defending “Judeo-Christian” values and
Western civilization.

/ Christian Zionist leaders preach a theology that promotes Jewish emigration to Israel to
hasten apocalyptic end-times scenarios, in which both Jews and Palestinians are
collateral damage. Their teachings frequently reinforce classic antisemitic Christian
accusations against Jews.

) Hagee and others have repeated negative characterizations of rabbis drawn from
the Christian Bible, including describing the rabbi Hillel and his students as
“sword-carrying legalists” responsible for the death of Jesus.

) Christian Zionists assign the Holocaust various roles in their theology — from

playing a critical role in the messianic timeline to foreshadowing apocalyptic
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atrocities, including the perceived or predicted persecution of Christians. Hagee
infamously preached that Hitler was a “hunter” sent by God to force Jewish
people to return to “their land.” Charismatic televangelist Pat Robertson claimed
the Holocaust was “the work of Satan prefiguring the coming holocaust of
American Christians at the hands of diabolical liberals, including liberal Jews.”
Although it is unlikely that all Christian Zionists share the complex beliefs of their
leaders and it is too simplistic to attribute Christian support for Israel solely to
theological interpretations, popular broadcasts and sermons nonetheless frame
evangelical support for Israel as a sacred imperative.

/ While Christian Zionist leaders are often direct in their expressions of Islamophobia,

anti-feminism, and heterosexism, Christian Zionist antisemitism is not so
straightforward.

)

)

Christian Zionists are neither all secretly antisemitic nor unequivocally allied with
Jews. Rather, they think of “Jews” and “Israel” in reductive (and often
stereotypical) terms, and interpret their actions (positive or negative) as signs that
affirm the evangelical religious vision and political agenda.

On the one hand, Christian Zionists positively identify “Israel” as a paradigm of
ethnonationalism and defender of “Judeo-Christian” values and Western
civilization. On the other hand, Christian Zionists demonize Jews they perceive as
challenging ethnonationalist and conservative values, including secular Zionists
and liberal Jewish philanthropists such as George Soros.

Christian Zionists imagine the state of Israel as a “collective Jew” whom they are
compelled to defend and support, partly as a demonstration of support for
Jewish-Christian reconciliation. At the same time, Christian Zionist writers and
pastors recycle antisemitic conspiracy theories about Jewish desires for global
and financial domination, subversive influence on national unity, and atheism.
The conflation of Jews everywhere with the state of Israel and the desire for their
emigration reinforces antisemitic assumptions that worldwide Jewish interests, in
all their diversity, are aligned with the agendas of the Israeli state. It also
reinforces the notion that Jews are eternal foreigners where they live.
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