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The Global Far Right, Antisemitism, and Israel

The political rise of the global far right over the past 20 years has brought a dramatic upsurge
in nationalist and nativist policies and rhetoric, along with a resurgence in conspiracy
theories. Together, these trends have fed a proliferation of antisemitic speech and imagery in
mainstream politics and online, amid a wider backlash against immigrants, Black people and
people of color, Muslims, LGBTQ people, and other minoritized groups. In the U.S., this trend
was accelerated by the 2016 presidential election of Donald Trump, which sparked
unprecedented anti-Jewish violence and normalized a new generation of Republican
politicians who invoke antisemitic conspiracy theories and maintain ties to white nationalist
groups.

Yet Trump and the wider Republican Party, like far-right governments and parties elsewhere,
have consistently pointed to their pro-Israel credentials as an alibi. Their worldview in this
regard is in part fueled by Islamophobia and its associated “clash of civilizations” narrative,
within which Israel is positioned as the “shield” of Europe. Advanced by Israeli leaders, most
prominently Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, this claim has long appeared in the rhetoric
of the far right: In 2009, for example, the Dutch far-right leader and anti-Islam ideologue
Geert Wilders called Israel “the West’s first line of defense.” Relatedly, the far right also
invokes the language of a shared Judeo-Christian heritage in its support for Israel in order to
cement claims of a “Muslim threat” — such as when the British far-right leader Nigel Farage
called for the U.K. to “stand]...] up for our Judeo-Christian culture” in the face of a [Muslim]
“fifth column.” What’s more, through its ongoing oppression of Palestinians, the Israeli
government itself represents and enacts the staples of far-right ideology: authoritarianism,
ethnonationalism, militarization, and the perceived need for draconian border security.

In their choice of foreign allies, Israeli leaders have — albeit sometimes tacitly — endorsed
the notion that support for Israel ipso facto dispels any need to worry about antisemitism.
These political associations reflect a genuine ideological affinity with far-right governments
around the world: Israel has, like many countries, been radicalizing rightward over the past
few decades. But it is also convenient for Israel to ignore or deny the antisemitism of its
far-right allies. Doing so has enabled the development of powerful alliances that shore up
support for Israel within international bodies such as the EU and the UN, where Israel’s
far-right stalwarts veto criticism and sanctions over its oppression of Palestinians, thereby
advancing Israel’s foreign policy goals.

The 21st century political revival of the global far right has ushered in leaders who have, both
implicitly and explicitly, circulated bigoted and conspiratorial ideas about Jews. The rise of
the far right has many causes: economic instability, which disingenuous leaders exploit by
promising to solve financial woes through immigration crackdowns; a surge in grievance
politics, which taps into and mobilizes deep-seated racism in Western societies while
valorizing a vague bygone era when white supremacy was more overtly upheld; and, more
recently, the rapid spread of dis- and misinformation, largely through social media. Put
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together, this has translated into real-world incitement, hate crimes, and deadly attacks on
minority groups, against the backdrop of far-right election wins that, in some countries, have
evolved into far-right entrenchment.

Amid these trends, antisemitism — alongside racism more generally — has remained an
animating ideology across the global far right. This is usually expressed through
conspiratorial and coded references to Jewish power and money, Holocaust revisionism,
and/or support for policies that constrain Jewish practices in the public sphere. Antisemitism
is frequently a foundational part of right-wing conspiracy theories, interwoven with the
perceived imperative to preserve racial “purity,” “traditional” gender roles, and

heavily-policed borders.

Unlike the far-right movements of the early 20th century, however, today’s versions have an
effective cover for their prejudices about Jews: support for the state of Israel. Former
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, for example, has emphasized his support for Israel
while igniting antisemitic conspiracy theories in his own country. Rather than rejecting the
overtures of Orban and his ilk, Israeli leaders, most prominently Netanyahu, have actively
embraced them — playing up their political and personal compatibility while dismissing or
deflecting concerns over anti-Jewish rhetoric and policies.

Behind this seeming paradox is a range of factors: the Israeli government’s long-running
efforts to redefine antisemitism as criticism of Israel (see DA’s explainer on the IHRA
definition of antisemitism); its prioritization of Israeli nationalist prerogatives over Jewish
safety in the diaspora; and, above all, Israel’s furthering of its foreign policy goals by creating
an alliance of states almost guaranteed to insulate it from international censure over its
oppression of Palestinians.

Antisemitism remains central to the worldview of the global far right.

Far-right factions around the world deny their antisemitism and/or claim to have distanced
themselves from their antisemitic origins. But prejudiced and conspiratorial ideas about
Jews remain a core part of their worldview — even if expressed in coded terms. Examining
the role of contemporary antisemitism, the political science and memory studies scholar
Jelena Suboti¢ has described it as “populist glue,” a malleable conspiracy theory that binds
together the global far right. As such, she adds, antisemitism is a “truly transnational force,”
explaining: “It easily separates the ‘pure people’ (the national ethnic majority) from a
‘corrupt elite’ (Jews with their outsized power, but also their allies and co-conspirators),
defines who belongs, who is alien, who is morally righteous, and who is corrupt, and offers a
clear and legible script.”

Examples of what Suboti¢ dubbed “pro-Israel antisemitism” abound around the world. For
example, Austria’s far-right Freedom Party (FPO), founded in the post-World War II period by
former Nazis, claims to have disavowed its antisemitic past (while remaining brazen about its
Islamophobia and xenophobia). It is staunchly supportive of Israel, with some of its leaders
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in favour of recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and of illegal Jewish settlements in the
occupied West Bank. But FPO members continue to espouse antisemitic views, and it has
been responsible for proposals to restrict the sale of kosher meat — even as one of its
leading ideologues talked about the party acquiring, effectively, a “kosher certificate” from

Israel.

In Hungary, meanwhile, Orban’s then-ruling Fidesz party ran a 2017 propaganda campaign
against the Hungarian-Jewish billionaire philanthropist George Soros, evoking antisemitic
canards about Jewish control to suggest that Soros was instrumental in bringing immigrants
to Hungary. This conspiracy theory soon spread to the U.S., where it was mainstreamed by
Republican members of Congress. Orban frequently uses antisemitic dog whistles in his
speeches, for example in a 2018 anti-Soros speech during which he railed against “an enemy
that is different from us ... not straightforward but crafty; not honest but base; not national
but international; does not believe in working but speculates with money; does not have its
own homeland but feels it owns the whole world.” Orban’s government also reinserted a
historical Nazi-allied leader and other antisemitic Hungarian figures into the public sphere,
while pursuing Holocaust revisionism on several fronts.

Throughout Trump’s tenure as leader of the U.S. Republican Party, he and its members have
routinely engaged in antisemitic rhetoric. Examples of dog-whistle antisemitism appeared in
both of Trump’s presidential election campaigns, and repeatedly in comments made by
Trump as well as current and former GOP leaders. Yet it was not until the far-right
commentator Tucker Carlson hosted the extremist white nationalist Nick Fuentes —a
Holocaust denier and admirer of Hitler — for a friendly interview that some of the GOP’s
leading members professed outrage at right-wing antisemitism. Until Carlson’s platforming
of Fuentes, the antisemitism percolating throughout the far-right ecosystem — including that
of Carlson himself, who regularly dabbles in anti-Jewish tropes and conspiracy theories —
had apparently been deemed acceptable. Nonetheless, GOP leaders continue to claim that
the Democratic Party represents the major antisemitic threat in U.S. politics — mostly due to
some of its progressive members’ criticisms of Israel.

Pro-Israel sentiment and antisemitism are not mutually exclusive, and in fact frequently
overlap on the far right.

Far-right, antisemitic leaders often tout their support of Israel as evidence of their
anti-antisemitism — a stance widely embraced by far-right Israeli leaders. But pro-Israel
action and expression can (and often do) coexist with anti-Jewish ideology and policies.

For example, alongside its mainstreaming of antisemitic conspiracy theories about George
Soros, the Hungarian government under Orban consistently blocked EU resolutions or
statements critical of Israel. Orban often praises Netanyahu as a close personal ally and has
described Likud, the Israeli political party Netanyahu leads, as a natural partner to Fidesz.
Meanwhile, the first Trump administration moved the U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem, removed references to the Israeli occupation from the State Department’s
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annual human rights reports, and cut all U.S. funding for the UN’s Palestine refugee agency.
During his second term, Trump has detained, moved to deport, and otherwise threatened the
legal status and freedoms of Palestine solidarity protesters. He has also issued a presidential
directive on antisemitism that ramps up the surveillance, targeting, and punishment of
pro-Palestine views, in particular across universities.

The same dynamic can be seen across the global far right, from former Philippines President
Rodrigo Duterte positively comparing himself to Hitler and later praising Israel’s “passion for
peace ... [and] for human beings” to former Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro embracing
antisemitic parties and paraphrasing Nazi slogans, while also flying an Israeli flag at his
rallies and vowing to move the Brazilian embassy to Jerusalem.

As significant players in the global far-right alliance, right-wing Israeli leaders have
embraced antisemitic leaders around the world, thereby giving a pass to their
antisemitism.

As part of the global far-right alliance, Israeli leaders break bread with other right-wing,
authoritarian current and former leaders such as Narendra Modi in India; Trump in the U.S;
Duterte in the Philippines; Hungary’s Orban; Brazil’s Bolsonaro; and Russian President
Vladimir Putin — all of whom have been warmly welcomed on official visits to Israel,
including trips to Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust memorial institution in Jerusalem. (This is
not a new phenomenon: in 1976, South African Prime Minister John Vorster, a former leading
member of a pro-Nazi group during World War II, was officially invited on a guided tour of
Yad Vashem as part of a visit aimed at “cement[ing] the extensive military relationship
between Israel and the apartheid regime.”)

Netanyahu has put on a united front with Polish and Lithuanian leaders who have stoked
Holocaust revisionism, including tacitly endorsing the 2018 Polish law that downplayed
Poland’s role in the Holocaust. His Likud party has shifted its position on historically
neo-Nazi European parties, including those it has previously boycotted. One example is the
Alliance for the Union of Romanians (AUR), which stands accused of minimizing the
Holocaust while defending or piling praise upon past Romanian leaders associated with
fascism and antisemitism: Israel’s foreign ministry effectively lifted its ban on AUR by
approving a meeting between its envoy to Romania, Reuven Azar, and AUR leader George
Simion in August 2023. The meeting, which was also attended by right-wing settler leader
Yossi Dagan, was condemned by Yad Vashem.

In similar fashion, Yishai Fleisher, another Israeli settler leader who is a former advisor to
and close associate of Israel’s extreme-right national security minister Itamar Ben-Guvir, in
2022 declared his admiration for Orban while dismissing concerns over the Hungarian PM’s
antisemitism. Fleisher posted to X: “I am not looking at Hungary as a Hungarian Jew or a
Diaspora Jew, I'm looking at it as an Israeli Jew — a fellow sovereign. And from this
nationalalist [sic] perspective nation states must unite against the globalist agenda which
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seeks to force open borders & erase national identities.” Israeli leaders, meanwhile, have
joined in the campaign against Soros while amplifying incendiary language about Jews.

These relationships between the Israeli government and its far-right counterparts are also
informed by arms and economic deals, with Israel exporting weapons, spyware, and other
military and cyber-surveillance tools to a litany of repressive regimes. For example, India is
one of the largest markets for Israel’s weapons industry, while both Hungary and Poland
have reportedly bought spyware from Israel.
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