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Antisemitism and Transphobia

While antisemitism and anti-trans politics are unique in their particulars, their histories
and contemporary (mis)uses follow a similar playbook. During the late 19th and early
20th century, both antisemitism and anti-LGBTQ+ sentiment surged alongside
nationalist ideologies and political movements that sought to define in- and out-groups,
scapegoat vulnerable populations, and attack civil liberties. Although Jews and trans
people occupy distinct positions in the nationalist imagination, both were framed as
fundamental outsiders who undermine categories of race and gender, and therefore
threaten the white Christian nation.

Today, anti-trans and antisemitic politics intersect in profound and troubling ways. Both
white nationalists and hardline anti-trans activists use conspiratorial, antisemitic
language to explain the growing visibility and acceptance of LGBTQ+ communities
worldwide, blaming such developments on Jews or on a shadowy, powerful cabal meant
to invoke them. As historian Jules Gill-Peterson writes, “anti-trans speech is increasingly
the very means by which [right-wing politicians] launder extremism and conspiracy
theory into democratic institutions.” The global anti-immigrant right uses similar
fearmongering to express anxiety about white people’s ability to reproduce and maintain
a demographic majority in the West; this view is most commonly articulated through the
Great Replacement theory, a conspiracy promoted by U.S. pundits, violent extremists,
and notably by Hungary’s autocratic former prime minister.

Both antisemitism and anti-trans politics have also become highly effective political
tools for the anti-democratic far right to advance its agenda — from banning books to
restricting protest to deporting activists — under the guise of “defending” vulnerable

populations. For example, it is a well-worn tactic on the right and center of the political
spectrum to claim to be protecting Jews or LGBTQ+ communities when attacking Muslim
and immigrant populations or suppressing Palestine solidarity movements (see DA
Explainer: The European Far Right and 'imported antisemitism'). Similarly, the religious
right (and increasingly the secular political center) justify restrictions on trans
healthcare, access to public services, and participation in public life by claiming to
defend children, women, and the “traditional” family. In this way, anti-Jewish and

anti-trans politics are both components of the far right’s worldview, as well as strategic
tools that bolster its anti-democratic political project.

Note: While scholars and advocates have proposed that the term “transmisogyny” more accurately
describes anti-trans ideology and its connection to other forms of sexism and patriarchy, this explainer
uses the more colloquial “transphobia” to refer to anti-trans sentiment, groups, and actors.
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Although most patriarchal societies worldwide have tended to emphasize dual and fixed
gender roles, and to marginalize non-heterosexual relationships, there are many cases
throughout history where individuals who subverted or rejected the gender binary lived
and thrived, from ancient South Asia to pre-colonial America. As European Christianity

came to dominate, however, the church institutionalized “traditional” gender roles and
prescribed heterosexual relationships. These ideas were then spread by European

nations which, as they colonized the globe, demonized and criminalized indigenous
notions of gender and sexuality. Colonial understandings of racial hierarchy and fixed
gender roles were deeply intertwined, and anti-LGBTQ+ ideas of gender, family, and
sexual conformity spread across the world alongside Christian dominance and white
supremacy.

During this period, European Christianity also fueled anti-Jewish sentiment and violence,
initially through religious discrimination that was later fused with “race science” to
portray Jews and Muslims, as well as Black and indigenous peoples, as pollutants that
sullied Christian societies. Antisemitism demonized Jews as both inferior and powerful,
scapegoated them for economic and political woes, and made them subject of
conspiracy theories. Jews were targeted in ways that paralleled attacks on LGBTQ+
communities: dehumanizing them as deviant “others” that needed to be eradicated in
order to maintain the fiction of fixed biological categories.

The growth of European nationalism in the 20th century saw further attempts to define
the borders of in- and out-groups, which led to yet more exclusion and targeting of Jews
and LGBTQ+ people (along with the Roma, people with disabilities, and more). From
interwar France, where an obsession with identifying and excluding the “foreign” was

key to shoring up a sense of national identity, to Germany, where National Socialists
disparaged Jews as a “parasitic race” and visibly LGBTQ+ Germans as dangers to the
Aryan public, both Jews and trans people were cast as threats to European Christian
nations. Sometimes this demonization overlapped: Nazis described Jews as weak and
feminized, attacked them for not conforming to “Aryan” gender roles, and targeted
pioneering Jewish LGBTQ+ advocates like Magnus Hirschfeld. Nazi propaganda also
attacked trans people using classical tropes of antisemitism, as scholar Sophie Lewis
has noted, portraying both trans women and Jews as “belong[ing] to the domain of
trickery...placelessness...and the demonic.”

Today, the global far right uses both transphobia and antisemitism to broaden its
coalition, attack the left, and undermine democratic and civil rights. As deteriorating
economic conditions and geopolitical instability drive a surge in ethnonationalism and
conspiratorial thinking, the authoritarian right continues to sow fear and confusion about
Jews, LGBTQ+ communities, and antisemitism, threatening democracy and the safety of
all communities worldwide.
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Modern anti-trans politics parallel the rhetoric and tactics of historical antisemitism,
using conspiracy theories, scapegoating, and demonization to blame LGBTQ+
communities for a host of social and economic issues and to galvanize right-wing
movements.

Because both Jews and trans people make up such small percentages of the societies
they’re in, political actors take advantage of the broader population’s unfamiliarity with

both communities to sow fear and confusion. Like historical antisemitism that
scapegoated Jews as causes of, for example, the Black Death or interwar economic

crises, today’s anti-trans advocates blame trans people for fraud, gun violence, and acts
they construe as terrorism. Donald Trump and the U.S. Republican Party have used such
allegations to attack trans rights, from banning accurate gender markers on passports to
censoring books that depict LGBTQ+ stories. Many of these restrictions are reminiscent
of Nazi attempts to remove Jews and other targeted groups, including LGBTO+ Germans,
from public life. In Poland, contemporary anti-LGBTQ+ campaigns echo state
antisemitism of the 1930s: The church presents the LGBTQ+ population as a secretive,
scheming, and powerful group whose interests are represented by the “homosexual
lobby.” Polish sociologist Adam Ostolski has called this phenomenon the “Judaization”
of LGBTQ+ communities.

Some contemporary anti-trans rhetoric and activism is explicitly antisemitic. Prominent
anti-trans activists have argued that all-powerful, moneyed Jews are orchestrating
left-wing causes, including movements for LGBTQ+ equality. Efforts to limit or ban
gender-affirming care for trans youth is often presented as concern for the young,
reminiscent of antisemitic blood libel conspiracy theories that claim Jews attack or
murder Christian children. These false accusations, which first arose in medieval Europe
and led to widespread anti-Jewish violence, also find parallels in the modern QAnon
conspiracy theory, which claimed that Donald Trump was covertly waging war against a
secret cabal of blood-drinking pedophiles hidden within the federal government.

Several major anti-trans activists have referenced or approvingly cited Nazism in their
critiques, including writing that gender transition is patriarchy’s “final solution,” or cited
Adolf Hitler’s “big lie” concept to argue that trans women are not real women. At the
extremes, some anti-trans groups find common cause with white nationalist and white
supremacist groups. As Sophie Lewis writes: “Leading gender-critical feminists have
enjoyed fawning receptions from media personalities like Tucker Carlson, received
funding from conservative organizations like the Alliance Defending Freedom and the

Heritage Foundation, and even protested trans health care shoulder to shoulder with
open white supremacists like the Proud Boys.” Anti-trans protests at public institutions
such as libraries often serve as recruitment drives for white nationalist groups.
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White Christian nationalists frame both Jews and LGBTQ+ communities as a threat
to the nation and “traditional” family.

Conservative politicians in the U.S. and Europe have often invoked defense of the
nuclear family and “Western” values in order to justify repression against Jews, LGBTQ+
communities, and the left more broadly. During the Cold War, this tactic was used to
galvanize U.S. support for both domestic crackdowns and destructive foreign policy:
While the Red Scare drove attacks on suspected communists, anarchists, and radicals,
disproportionately sweeping up Jewish leftists from Eastern Europe into campaigns of

mass firings, imprisonment, and notably, execution, the corresponding "Lavender Scare”
targeted LGBTQ+ Americans in similar ways by claiming they were a security risk and
subjecting them to literal “dual loyalty” tests — much as Jews throughout history have
been subjected to dual loyalty accusations claiming they are untrustworthy or
treasonous. Led by Republicans like Senator Joseph McCarthy, who manufactured fear
and paranoia by claiming communism was out to undermine Christianity and the West,
these purges targeted both Jews and LGBTQ+ communities as emblems of foreignness
and threats to national security.

Modern conspiracy theories about Jews and LGBTQ+ communities similarly claim that
both groups threaten the imagined white Christian nation. White nationalists spread
conspiracy theories that Jews are controlling global left movements, including those for
LGBTOQ+ equality and racial justice, and that increased cultural acceptance of trans
people is a “form of Jewish ethnic warfare” against white Christians. As scholar Joni
Alizah Cohen has observed, eugenicist academic Kevin MacDonald, whom the SPLC has
called “the neo-Nazi movement’s favorite academic,” falsely asserts that Jews work to
prevent the reproduction of white children by secretly orchestrating the “anti-colonial
struggle, gay and trans liberation, feminism and the Black Power movement.”

This thinking parallels the “white genocide” and “great replacement” conspiracy
theories taken up by the global anti-immigrant right, which falsely claim that Jews are
working to eliminate the white race by encouraging non-white people to immigrate to
the U.S. and Europe. (See DA Explainer: What is Antisemitism.) Modern anti-LGBTQ+
campaigns, often led by conservative religious groups, invoke a similar logic when
warning about threats to the “natural family” and “Western civilization."

Today, both the global anti-democratic far right and the political center create moral
panics about Jews and trans people in order to attack the left, gain new allies, and
undermine democracy.

Many of the same right-wing organizations pushing anti-trans legislation use so-called
defense against antisemitism to advance their Christian nationalist political agenda.
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Right-wing legal groups use many of the same tools to limit trans rights and restrict
abortion access, from sharing language for model legislation to coordinating media
tactics. Manufactured panic about trans people in sports, bathrooms, and schools often
serves as cover for right-wing religious attacks on education, healthcare, speech, and
more. After losing their fight against LGBTQ+ marriage equality, U.S. conservative
Christian groups such as the Alliance for Defending Freedom turned to anti-trans
advocacy in order to energize their Republican base, promoting legislative attacks on
trans healthcare and participation in youth sports under the guise of “parents’ rights” as
a way of galvanizing their political coalition.

Some of these tactics are wrapped in a progressive or liberatory veneer: Anti-immigrant
groups often claim to be protecting Jews or LGBTQ+ communities when attacking
immigrants, Muslims, or Palestine solidarity activists; anti-trans groups claim to be
defending women, young people, or bodily integrity. In both cases, the right uses fear
and confusion about a small minority population to restrict democratic rights and attract
centrists to their coalition by smearing the left as lawless, bigoted, or both. These tactics
are frequently Islamophobic at their core, using “defense” of Jews or LGBTQ+ groups in
order to attack Arab and Muslim immigrants as intolerant and dangerous.

Christian right-wing groups similarly exploit Jewish fears of antisemitism in order to limit
speech, defund higher education, and attack immigrants; this strategy often involves
smearing immigrants, Muslims, and pro-Palestine groups as inherently anti-Jewish, and
portraying university campuses as dangerous for Jews. In the U.K., conservative
politicians have pledged to use the state’s deportation apparatus to expel immigrants
deemed antisemitic, and have already moved to criminalize Palestine solidarity groups;
in Germany, center-left leaders have similarly pledged to arrest and possibly deport
Palestine protestors, echoing the country’s far right, and some German regions have
moved to condition naturalization applications on support for Israel.

Right-wing and centrist politicians alike use anti-trans rhetoric and misplaced
accusations of antisemitism to frame the left as excessive or intolerant — from U.S.
Republicans attacking Democratic candidates with anti-trans messaging during the
2024 presidential elections (and some Democrats internalizing that critique), to
Argentina’s right-wing president Milei attacking the left by lumping together criticism of
“wokeism,” feminism, immigration, and abortion with false claims that “gender
ideology” is a form of “child abuse” and pedophilia. U.S. conservative politicians
frequently claim that the left is a bastion of bigotry, attacking college campuses,
Palestine solidarity protests, and anti-racist education as supposed sites of anti-Jewish
prejudice. Centrist politicians use similar tactics to enact anti-immigrant policies and, in
some cases, to try and avoid being outflanked by the right. In France, for example,
center-right politicians portray the fight against antisemitism as key to defending the
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French Republic from the radical left, the Palestine solidarity movement, Muslims,
immigrants, and anti-racist activists. By the same token, President Emmanuel Macron, of
the center-right Renaissance party, has criticized a coalition of left-wing parties for
proposing that gender reassignment on official civil documents be free and accessible,
calling the idea one of many “completely absurd” pieces of their platform.

Ultimately, this range of tactics — whether far-right conspiracy theories about Jews and
trans people; centrist anti-trans backlash; or centrist and right-wing exceptionalizing of
Jews and trans people as in need of unique policies, heightened surveillance, and other
restrictions (whether against them or supposedly to their benefit) — all reinforce a
common thread: the falsehood that neither Jews nor trans people are “normal” or
integral members of the societies in which they live. As history shows, the singling out of
and attacks on Jews and LGBTQ+ communities are bellwethers for larger threats to
democracy, and frequently presage violent crackdowns that threaten all communities.
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